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R EVIEW AND COMMENT
House Republicans 
Have a Lot to Lose

Through a combination of political necessity and cold, hard reality, the 
U.S. Senate last week approved the most far-reaching immigration reform 
bill in almost 30 years. The question now is whether the House will go 
along. The answer is: doubtful. The House is lately moved neither by ne-
cessity nor reality.

The Senate passed the bill in a 68-32 vote that drew the support of 14 
Republicans — an unheard of occurrence in a party whose main goal has 
been to obstruct anything supported by Democrats, especially President 
Obama. The difference this time is that Republican relevance is on the line.

Hispanics represent a potent and growing share of the electorate, and 
twice they have voted for Obama in massive numbers. Republicans who are 
paying attention understand this is a mortal threat aimed straight at their 
presidential aspirations, if not their long-term survival. Chief among their 
problems with Hispanic voters has been the party’s outright hostility to 
them, as demonstrated in its support of Mitt Romney and his preposterous 
call for immigrants who are here illegally to self-deport.

Thus, enough Republicans joined with Senate Democrats to prevent 
the �libuster that Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell had otherwise 
promised. The bill creates an arduous path to citizenship, requiring 13 years 
to complete and the payment of any taxes owed as well as a $500 �ne. It 
also requires signi�cant and expensive new steps to secure the southern 
border, including towers, ground sensors, thermal imaging, unmanned air-
craft systems, Blackhawk helicopters, marine vessels, construction of a 700-
mile fence and the hiring of 20,000 new Border Patrol agents. Thus, it was 
what many conservatives usually like to deride as a government program.

Whether even that amount of spending can stem the tide of illegal im-
migration is questionable, but it is, in fact, a reasonable response to a real 
problem. The security measures are part of a strong bill that the biparti-
san “Gang of Eight,” including New York’s Charles Schumer, worked hard 
to produce, demonstrating that it is possible to compromise on important 
national goals.

Now, though, the matter goes to the House, where Speaker John Boeh-
ner has already rejected the Senate bill, announcing that his circular �ring 
squad will take up its own measure. House leaders have no appetite for cre-
ating a path to citizenship, partly because of an absolutist approach to just 
about everything, partly because Obama and Democrats support it. Indeed, 
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) has already been excoriated by some Republicans 
for supporting a measure that has Democratic backing. Such is the juvenile 
state of today’s national Republican Party.

Prospects of both chambers coming up with a bill that they can agree 
on seem remote, but that’s the requirement if the country is to bring mil-
lions of people out of the shadows — people, it is important to note, who 
otherwise aren’t going anywhere — and if the Republican Party has hopes 
of retaking the White House anytime soon.

There is a famous aphorism, often attributed to Abraham Lincoln, that 
the Constitution isn’t a suicide pact. It will be interesting to see if House Re-
publicans feel the same about their devotion to extreme politics.

—The Buffalo News, courtesy of the Associated Press 
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A Crackin’ Good Bell
PHILADELPHIA — On July 8, 1835 the Liberty Bell

cracked in Philadelphia. The famous 3,080 lb., 12 feet-
in-circumference-at-the-lip bell was rung on July 8, 1776
after the first public reading of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Inscribed on the bell are these words: “Pro-
claim Liberty Throughout all the Land unto All the In-
habitants Thereof. Lev. xxv:xx.” The bell had been or-
dered in 1751 and had been cast in London. 

It arrived in Philadelphia in August, 1752, and
cracked while being tested. It was melted down, and a
second bell was cast in April, 1753, but this one was also
defective. A third was cast in June of that year by the firm
of Pass and Stowe in Philadelphia. On June 7, 1753 the
third bell was hung in the tower of Independence Hall. In
1777, during the American Revolution, British troops oc-
cupied Philadelphia. The bell was removed from the
tower and taken to Allentown, PA, for safekeeping. It
was returned to Philadelphia and replaced in Indepen-
dence Hall in 1778. Thereafter, the bell was rung on
every July 4, and on every state occasion, until 1835
when it cracked as it was being tolled for the death of
Chief Justice John Marshall.

The Liberty Bell is paraded through the streets of
Philadelphia in a recreation of its 1777 journey to Al-
lentown, PA., during Founders Week celebration, 1908.

BROOKLYN — Steve Lawrence was
born Sidney Leibowitz on July 8, 1935 in
Brooklyn, the second son of Mr. and Mrs.
Max Leibowitz. He has two brothers, both
of whom are also musically gifted. He re-
calls his childhood in Brownsville as a
“happy and healthy” one. His father was a
cantor who also worked as a house
painter, and by the time he was eight Steve
was singing in his father’s synagogue
choir. When his voice began to change at
the age of eleven he “retired” from singing
for a few years, on his father’s advice, to
study the piano and saxophone.

By the time he was twelve Steve was
composing popular songs and showed a
precocious grasp of the formula for suc-
cess when he called his first effort, “I
Love You.” At Thomas Jefferson High
School he sang as a soloist with the glee
club. There he came to the attention of
disc jockey Ted Brown, who sent him to
Fred Steele, the vocal coach who groomed
the likes of Eddie Fisher, Kitty Kallen, and
Julie Wilson for stardom. It was not as a
singer but as a piano accompanist for his
older brother, Bernie, that Steve began his
musical career. Together the brothers per-
formed in bars on amateur nights and
played club dates in the N.Y. metropolitan
area for fees ranging from $5 to $150 a
night. Steve recalls that at the age of fif-
teen he used to put his $3 singing fees in
the icebox for his mother to discover. “I
really gave Mom cold cash,” he once told
a newspaper interviewer. When his broth-
er Bernie was drafted into military service,
he dropped the name of Sidney Leibowitz
and, adopting the first names of his two
nephews, became a vocalist himself. His
powerful, two-octave-range voice enabled
him to score his first professional success
at the age of fifteen.

After failing two auditions for Arthur
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts on TV, Steve not
only managed to appear on the program
but won top honors with his singing of the
hit song “Domino.” The prize consisted of
a week’s appearances on Arthur Godfrey’s
morning radio show — an engagement
that he fulfilled in clothes borrowed from
his brother and his classmates, since he
owned only one suit at the time.

His first record “Poinciana” sold more
than 100,000 copies. While still in high
school Steve was singing in roadhouses
and honky-tonks, and he also was earning
money by making demonstration records.
His sympathetic high school principal
gave him time off so that he could fulfill
record promotions and dates out-of-town.
Although Steve left Thomas Jefferson
High School without graduating, he has
never regretted it. “I’m not sorry. I really
learned my business,” he once said. In
1952 he made a guest appearance on the
“Steve Allen Show” and in July 1953 he
was chosen from more than 50 applicants
for a permanent berth on the program. An-
other vocalist on the show was Eydie
Gorme, five years Steve’s senior, and after
four years of appearing on TV together
they were married on Dec. 29, 1957.

Drafted into the U.S. Army in 1958,
Steve competed against Elvis Presley for
the job of official vocalist for the U.S.
Army Band stationed at Ft. Myers, VA. He
won! When he was discharged he was
awarded the Army Medal of Commenda-
tion, one of the highest honors given for
peacetime service. After military service

he and Eydie did a tour of nightclub ap-
pearances about which Look magazine
wrote: “a two-person musical comedy of
ballads and banter.” They appeared at the
Copacabana in N.Y., Harrah’s in Lake
Tahoe and the Sahara in Vegas among
other clubs country-wide. Professionally,
Eydie and Steve often went separate ways
in their careers on TV and recordings.
Steve wanted and found success on the
stage in summer stock and played the lead
in the Broadway show What Makes
Sammy Run? (‘41). 

The success of the play was attributed
mostly to his performance for which he
won the N.Y. Drama Critic’s Circle
Award. 

In the movies he has appeared in The
Blues Brothers and The Lonely Guy. 

Hit records include “Go Away, Little
Girl,” “I’ve Gotta Be Me,” “Don’t Be
Afraid Little Darlin’,” and “This Could Be
The Start of Something Big.” Steve and
Eydie continue to perform to sell-out
crowds and make recordings. 

Since 1988 Steve Lawrence has been
an honoree on the Brooklyn Celebrity
Path at Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

BROOKLYN HTS — As re-
ported in the  Brooklyn Eagle of
July 8, 1949, a beautiful 28-year-
old strawberry blonde model was
found dead in her boarding house
room in Brooklyn Heights on Co-
lumbia Heights, apparently a sui-
cide, according to the police from
the Poplar St. precinct. Two bottles
of sleeping tablets, one empty and
one full, were on the night table
next to her bed along with a half-
empty soda bottle and a glass. The
girl, who had given her name as
Mildred Hesko when she rented
the Columbia Heights room two
weeks previously, was known pro-

fessionally as Lani Harte. She had
modeled for several Manhattan
agencies and also was at one time a
nurse in metropolitan hospitals.
Another boarder discovered the
body shortly before noon sprawled
across the bed, the feet dangling
over the edge. The girl was dressed
in a pink housecoat. A note ad-
dressed to her mother, who lived in
a small Pennsylvania town, was
found on the girl’s night table. The
police would not reveal the con-
tents of the note except to observe
that its tone was despondent and
apologetic. 

Suicide on the Heights

Kevin Bacon, actor (stage: Obie
Award for Forty Deuce;  Diner, A Few
Good Men, Apollo 13), born in
Philadelphia PA

Raffi Cavoukian, children’s singer,
songwriter and performer (“Every-
thing Grows”), born in Cairo, Egypt

Billy Crudup, actor, (Sleepers), born
in Manhasset, NY

Kim Darby, actress, (“Rich Man,
Poor Man,” True Grit), born in Los
Angles, CA

Cynthia Gregory, ballerina, born
in Los Angeles, CA

Anjelica Huston, actress (Oscar for
Prizzi’s Honor;; The Grifters, Addams
Family), born in Los Angeles, CA

Jeffrey Tambor, actor (“Hill Street

Blues,” “The Larry Sanders Show,”
City Slickers), born in San Francisco,
CA

Birthdays — July 8

Broadway, television, night club and
recording star Steve Lawrence was
born in Brooklyn on July 8, 1935. He is
pictured here with his wife, Eydie
Gorme. Singly and as a duo they have
won many awards.

Wikipedia / GAC Maurice Seymour

Anjelica Huston
Wikipedia / Georges Biard

On July 8, 1871 the New York Times published a
scathing expose on “Boss” Tweed who controlled New
York City’s government and bilked its citizens of mil-
lions of dollars in tax money. The above is one of car-
toonist Thomas Nast’s many incriminating drawings
depicting Tweed’s downfall. Tweed is shown collapsed
and being fanned by a confederate.

Illustration: Granger Collection

‘BOSS’ TWEED’S 
CORRUPTION EXPOSED

Better’n Elvis?
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Supreme Court
Calendar

Kings Co. Criminal Term
320 Jay St., Brooklyn

By Dean Nicholas W. Allard
Brooklyn Law School

(This is a condensed reprint of a message sent
to the Brooklyn Law School community by Dean
Nick Allard.)

One year ago I became your dean, and what a
year it's been. There is something about anniver-
saries that prompts one to take stock of the past
and think about the future. This note will be the
first of regular communications from me to you to
discuss opportunities and challenges for our Law
School.

First, I thank the entire Brooklyn Law School
community for the warm welcome that Marla and
I have received and for the incredible support and
encouragement from our students, faculty, staff,
alumni, trustees, and the local legal and civic com-
munity. I also acknowledge and extend my grati-
tude to Dean and President Emerita Joan Wexler,
who enhanced this institution beyond measure. It
is an incredible privilege to serve and be part of
our great Law School.

A Look Back
Together, we have accomplished a good deal

this past year. Consider, for example:
• The announcement of the first accelerated

two-year J.D. program in the New York metro
area;

• The launch of our Business Boot Camp over
intersession break;

• The addition of a new dual degree program
with Pratt Institute;

• Recognition of our Journal of Law & Policy
as the most cited policy-related law journal by
courts in the last eight years;

• Our strong commitment to the community, as
reflected in the Brooklyn Sandy Relief Legal
Clinic and new pro bono and volunteer opportuni-
ties;

• Enhanced intellectual discourse and network-
ing opportunities through a packed schedule of
academic and alumni events; and,

• So much more.
These accomplishments only happen because

of the talent, hard work, and dedication of many
people, and the groundwork done well before I
arrived. We know that we can become an even bet-
ter Law School. One thing that I’ve learned about

Brooklyn Law School — both in its long history
and over this past year — is that it rises to chal-
lenges, that adversity makes it stronger.

Brooklyn Ready
When our students graduate, they are ready. In

fact, they are “Brooklyn Ready.”
Brooklyn Ready means being able to handle

any curveball that a world of change throws your
way, being able to answer tough questions, and
forging solutions to new problems that no one has
thought of yet.

Brooklyn Ready also means leveraging and
embracing our borough – the best laboratory in the
world in which to experience and study law. We
are a stand-alone law school, but hardly alone – the
only law school in the heart of Downtown
Brooklyn’s renaissance and part of a vibrant com-
munity. Our students give as much as they get, and
they get a lot by giving. The current issue of BLS
LawNotes highlights this symbiotic relationship
and the incredible innovations it yields.   

Five Specific Goals
In the year ahead, I will be focusing on five

specific goals to help strengthen the Law School,
and I need your help:
1. Building on our reputation in the legal and aca-
demic community;
2. Significantly improving job prospects for our stu-
dents and recent alumni;
3. Assuring that students are prepared to pass the bar;
4. Launching the most comprehensive program for
training students to become lawyers for new busi-
nesses in the U.S.; and,
5. Increasing alumni participation by objective
metrics.

I will continue in the year ahead, as I have done
in the past 12 months, to make myself available to
hear and learn from you. So as we move resolute-
ly forward, we will build an even stronger modern
law school by working together, while staying true
to our ideals and enduring traditions.

Thank you for your support of Brooklyn Law
School.

By Paula Katinas
Brooklyn Daily Eagle

A Greenpoint program that helps troubled
young people had lost its lease and was threatened
with closure before Assemblyman Joseph Lentol
(D-Greenpoint-Williamsburg) stepped in on its
behalf and secured a new space within the same
building. The Greenpoint Youth Court will still be
housed in the Polish Slavic Center at 176 Java St.,
according to Lentol, who said the program’s direc-
tors are signing a long-term lease for the space.

Sponsored by the non-profit Center for Court
Innovation, the Greenpoint Youth Court is a pro-
gram for young people aged 10 to 18 who are
referred to the program by local schools, police
officers, probation officers and family court attor-
neys for offenses such as vandalism, disorderly
conduct, assault and truancy. The young people
appear before a judge and jury of their peers —
other neighborhood teens — who determine fair
and appropriate responses.

“The work they do for the community is price-
less,” Lentol said. “They provide young children
with alternatives to the justice system, which has
been known to often steer kids in the wrong direc-
tion. Finding innovative ways to dealing with them
while they develop is essential, as children have
exponentially high chances for recidivism. The

work the Greenpoint Youth Court does is so criti-
cal to leading children on the right path and I am
happy that we were able to find them a new space
right here in the neighborhood,” he said.

The program might have had to leave the
neighborhood if a new space wasn’t found, he
said. 

“I was happy to help the Greenpoint Youth
Court find a location that was both affordable and
kept them in the neighborhood,” Lentol said. “It
just so happened that we were able to keep them in
the same building. I applaud the Polish Slavic
Center for their commitment to the community,”
he said.

The Greenpoint Youth Court trains teenagers
to serve as jurors, judges and advocates and to han-
dle real-life cases involving their peers. The goal is
to use peer pressure to help young people who
have committed minor offenses make restitution
and receive the help they need to avoid any more
involvement with the criminal justice system,
according to the program’s youth-court website.

All potential youth court members are required
to complete a two-month training course in which
they learn about the justice system and how the
court operates. The course of study also includes
the development of critical thinking skills and pub-
lic speaking.

Greenpoint Youth Court Finds New Home

The Road Ahead for Brooklyn Law School Calendar listings will return on Tuesday.

Dean Nicholas W. Allard 
Brooklyn Law School.

Assemblyman Joseph Lentol is shown with members of the Greenpoint Youth Court. Lentol helped find a new space for the program
after its lease expired. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Lentol's office

Members of the Brooklyn Bar
Association and the Brooklyn legal
community mourned the passing of
Marsha Becker, the mother-in-law of
the Brooklyn Bar Association's second
vice president, Hon. Frank Seddio,
former Brooklyn Surrogate's Court
Judge.  The funeral was held on
Friday, July 5 at Sherman’s Funeral
Home in Coney Island.

Ex-Brooklyn Surrogate’s
Mother-in Law Mourned

The Brooklyn Law School campus in Downtown Brooklyn. File photo

From NYS Attorney General’s Office
Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman recent-

ly announced the arrest and arraignment of Jose
Hector Hernandez Gramajo, the owner of the
Long Island-based Royal Commercial Cleaning,
in Brooklyn Criminal Court, for failing to pay
proper wages to workers he assigned to clean the
United Artists Sheepshead Bay Stadium 14 movie
theater. 

Hernandez and his cleaning company face
felony grand larceny and scheme to defraud
charges for allegedly making his employees kick
back money owed to them from a previous feder-
al investigation, filing false applications for
Workers Compensation Insurance and  filing false
quarterly state tax returns to avoid paying unem-
ployment insurance. 

He faces up to seven years behind bars. 
Gramajo, 37, of Huntington, N.Y., owns and

operates Royal Commercial Cleaning out of his
home. The business cleans at least 27 movie the-
aters in the New York area, including the movie
theater located at 3907 Shore Parkway in
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn. 

In November 2011 and because of a previous
investigation by the United States Department of
Labor, Hernandez owed a total of nearly $87,000,
including for back wages to some of his 33
employees. According to the Attorney General's
criminal complaint, filed today, Hernandez gave
those employees checks for more than $3,000 and
told them to cash the checks and return the money
to him. Hernandez told the employees that if they
didn't return the money they would not have jobs.

Cleaning Firm Owner Charged in B’klyn
With Violating Wage, Overtime Laws 


